
Resource A1  
Sex Offender Quiz Responses 
 
1. Sex offense rates are higher than ever and climbing rapidly. 
 
Answer:  False.  Sex offense rates dropped between 1990 and 2000. 
 
2.  About 1 in 10 girls and 1 in 15 boys will be victims of sexual assault before they turn 
18. 
 
Answer:  False.  Experts suggest that 1in 3 females and 1 in 7 males will be victims of 
sexual violence before turning 18. 
 
3.  The motive for rape is often the result of uncontrollable sexual urges. 
 
Answer:  False.  Sex offenders are not motivated by uncontrollable sexual urges.  Most 
experts believe that offenders are unable to control feelings of anger and helplessness.  
Offenders commit their acts to assert power over victims. 
 
4.  Most sex offenders seek out their victims in the streets, schools, and churches. 
 
Answer: False.  Most sex offenses are committed in the home.   
 
 
5.  Most adolescent sex offenders are sexual predators. 
 
Answer:  False.  Most are not predators. 
 
 
6.  About 25% of all convicted sex offenders serve a felony probation or parole term. 
 
Answer:  False.  Actually, about 60% of sex offenders serve a felony probation or parole 
term. 
 
 
7.  Because of their predispositions and addiction, research shows that older sex offenders 
recidivate more often than younger sex offenders. 
 
Answer: False.  Younger offenders are more likely to reoffend than older offenders. 
 
 
8.  Sexual deviance and criminal lifestyle are not reliably linked with sex offender 
recidivism risk. 
 
Answer: False.  Some experts believe these two factors are the most significant predictors 
of recidivism. 



 
9. Research shows that probation officers working in specialized sex offender units are 
less likely than other probation officers to file violations of probation petitions for 
treatment non-compliance. 
 
Answer:  False.  Research by Stalans and her colleagues shows that probation officers are 
more likely to file violations of probation petitions for treatment noncompliance.  This 
same research found that probation officers working in specialized sex offender units 
made more predictable decisions to file violations of probation petitions and paid more 
attention to sexual deviancy and extrafamilial victims when making decisions. 
 
 
10.  Most sexual assault victims don’t know their offenders. 
 
Answer:  False.  Most victims know their attackers.   Estimates suggest that at least two-
thirds of sexual assaults are committed by someone the victim knows. 
 
 
11. Compared to adult sex offenders, few sex offenses are committed by adolescents. 
 
Answer:  False.  Approximately one-third of sex offenses committed against children are 
committed by adolescents. 
 
 
12. Research shows that probation officers and sex offenders have similar thoughts, 
habits, and beliefs. 
 
Answer:  False.  They have different habits, views of the criminal justice system, 
perceptions of sex, and perceptions of the role of the criminal justice system. 
 
 
13.  When adolescents are sex offenders, they tend to commit the offenses because of a 
curiosity about sexuality. 
 
Answer:  False.  Sexual assaults by young people are often about power and control. 
 
 
14.  More than 75% of adolescent sex offenders were sexually abused as children. 

 
Answer: False.  Estimates suggest that between 22% to 50% of adolescent sex abusers 
were molested as children.  Experts believe, however, that rates of physical abuse are 
particularly high among adolescent sex offenders. 
 
 
 
 



15. Research shows that some sex offenders can be cured of their problem through 
intensive treatment and supervision. 
 
Answer: False.  Experts recommend focusing on “self-control” rather than a cure. 
 
 
16. Out of all inmates (males and females) incarcerated in the United States, 1 out of 100 
are female sex offenders. 
 
 
Answer:  True:  While sex offenses more often involve males sexually assaulting 
females, in some cases females sexually assault males. 
 
 
17. Sex offenders have higher reoffending rates than most other offenders.   
 
Answer:  False. 
 
Research suggests that they are less likely than other offenders to reoffend.  Also, note 
that among sex offenders, re-offense rates vary.   
 
 
18. Nearly 90% of substantiated rapes are committed by offenders against victims of the 
same race; 
 
Answer:  True.  Stereotypes have perpetuated a myth that rapes tend to be inter-racial 
offenses. 
 
 
19.  It is impossible to evaluate change in risk among sex offenders. 
 
Answer: False.  Various scales can be used to assess risk and changes in risk. 
 
20. Characteristics of the victim can help determine supervision levels of offenders, 
particularly among juveniles. 
 
Answer:  True. 
 
 
21.  Adolescent sex offenders differ from adult sex offenders in several ways. 
 
Answer:  True.  Adolescent sex offenders have lower recidivism rates, commit fewer 
abusive acts over a shorter timeframe, and commit less aggressive sexual offenses. 
 
 



22. In terms of cost, it is cheaper to treat and supervise a sex offender in the community 
than it is to incarcerate them in prison or jail. 
 
Answer:  True.  It costs $22,000 to incarcerate a sex offender, but between $5,000-15,000 
to supervise them in the community. 
 
 
23.  A recent study of 900 convicted sex offenders found that “under the right set of 
conditions, probation is the most appropriate criminal sanction for some types of sex 
offenders” 
 
Answer:  True.  Research by Meloy (2005, p. 241) substantiated this claim. 
 
 
24. Research shows that participating in training programs will result in more favorable 
attitudes about sex offenders among probation and parole officers. 
 
Answer:  False.  Training makes officers more confident, but it takes longer than one 
training session to change attitudes that have been embedded into individuals. 
 
 
Source:  Adapted from various sources including Center for Sex Offender Management, 
www.csom.com; City of Fargo Myths and Facts about Sex Offenders, Available online at 
www.cityoffargo.com; Craig (2005).  Gerdes et al. (1995);  National Center on Sexual 
Behavior of Youth, NCSBY Fact Sheet, Adolescent Sex Offenders: Common 
Misconceptions versus Current Evidence.; Pennsylvania Coalition Against Rape (2006) 
Online Quiz.  Available online at www.pcar.org.; Meloy (2005), and Stalans et al. (2004). 
Orlando (1998); Hanson and Harris, 2001; Virginia Crime Sentencing Commission, 
2001). 
 
 
Points to make: 
 
Do not make assumptions about sex offenders.  What works for one won’t work for 
another one. 
 
“Scientific findings…are often in conflict with public perceptions” (Meloy, 2006, p. 10). 
 
“The appeal of these myths about the offender, the offense, and the victim is that they 
reduce a very complex behavior to a very simple, single motive.  It is frustrating to 
conceptualize and grasp the many complex, interrelated factors operating in rape and then 
to find a clear, practical and effective solution to the problem” (Groth, 1979). 

http://www.csom.com/�
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Resource A2 
Principles of Sex Offender Supervision 





 

 
Source: Colorado Sex Offender Management Board. (2006). Standards and Guidelines 
for the Assessment, Evaluation, Treatment, and Behavioral Monitoring of Sex Offenders. 
Denver, CO: Department of Public Safety. 



Resource A3 
Managing Adult Sex Offenders in the Community Article 
 



 



 







 



 



 



 







 
 
 
 
 
 
 


