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Synopsis 
The goal of this module is to provide information about the risk assessment process, and 
will demonstrate how risk differs from dangerousness, identify four strategies for 
evaluating risk for a new sexual offense, discusses static and dynamic risk factors, and 
identifies several well-known risk assessment instruments for predicting future sexual 
offenses.  

 
Learning Objectives 

After completing this module, participants should be able: 
1. Be familiar with five risk assessment instruments used for adult male sex 

offenders. 
2. Understand the differences between static and dynamic risk factors and how they 

impact community supervision. 
3. More effectively use risk instruments in conjunction with officer judgments. 
4. Provide baseline information to utilize risk instruments more effectively.  

 
Participants Materials 

Participant Manual 
 
Facilitate the Module 
 LCD projector and laptop 
 

Time Frame 
 Total 1 hour, 30 minutes 

 
Module 2 At A Glance 
 
 
 5 minutes  Goal and Objectives 

Time   Description     

 5 minutes  What is Risk?  
    Information Gathering Process 
 5 minutes  Differentiating across Risk Levels 
 15 minutes  Risk Assessment Strategies 
 5 minutes  Risk Factors 
 10 minutes  EXERCISE 
 

  
30 minutes  Risk Instruments    
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Risk assessment: A tool for sex offender management 
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Goal: To inform participants of the risk assessment process when supervising sex offenders in 
the community. 
 
NOTES 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              



Sex Offender Community Based Supervision: Case Management Strategies and Tools 

Module Two: Risk Assessment  6 
 

Module Two: Risk Assessment
Learning Objectives

After completing this 
section trainees should 
be able to:

1. Be familiar with five risk 
instruments used for 
adult male sex 
offenders.

2. Understand differences 
between static and 
dynamic risk factors 
and how they impact 
supervision.

 

Module two: Risk assessment learning objectives 
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1. Be familiar with five risk instruments used for adult male sex offenders. 
 

NOTES 

             

             

              

 

                                                                                                                                                             

2. Understand the differences between static and dynamic risk factors and how they impact 
supervision. 
 
NOTES 
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Learning Objectives (cont’d)

3.More effectively use risk instruments in 
conjunction with officer (clinical) judgments.

4.Idenitify baseline information for better 
utilizing risk instruments.

 

Learning objectives (cont’d) 
 
Display slide #2-3 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. More effectively use risk instruments in conjunction with officer (clinical) judgments. 
 
NOTES 

             

             

             

              

4. Provide baseline information for better utilizing risk instruments. 
 
NOTES 
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What is risk? 
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When supervising sex offenders, however, there is no other fear of loss or injury more significant 
than the occurrence of a new sex crime.  
 
NOTES 

             

             

              

Risk assessment instruments are designed to capture statistical PROBABILITIES of the 
occurrence of a new sex crime, not reveal the amount of potential harm to a victim or the 
community.  
 
NOTES 
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Risk Assessment: Information 
Gathering Process

• Risk assessment is an information 
gathering process.

• Officers understand the potential for a 
noncompliant outcome:
• Commit a new non-sex crime
• Revoked for a technical violation
• Commit a new sex crime

 

Risk Assessment: Information Gathering Process  
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Risk assessment is one tool used to accomplish this overall strategy of applying external pressure 
to motivate or encourage sex offenders to not commit future sex crimes. 
 
NOTES 
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Differentiating Across Risk 
Levels

• Sex offenders present different probabilities of re-offending
• Sex offenders Vary 
• Lower risk sex offenders receive more structure than lower risk 

non-sex offenders
• Supervision begins as intensive
• Adjustments made according to offender performance

• Reward vs. Punishment

 

Differentiating Across Risk Levels 
 
Display slide #2-6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Offenders with greater risks of reoffending should receive the bulk of an officer’s attention (and 
agency resources). On the other hand, lower-risk offenders receive less of an officer’s attention. 
 
NOTES 

             

             

             

              

Not all sex offenders have the same chances of committing a new sex crime while under 
supervision. All sex offenders should begin their community sanction with extremely close 
supervision and officer contact.  
 
NOTES 
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Differentiating Across Risk 
Levels

• Check agency policies regarding supervision 
protocols
• Many agencies assess sex offenders with a three-tier 

system
• Variation exists regarding the exact ordering of these 

assessment structures
 Usually determined by level of violence and age of victim

• These differences require supervision strategies and 
tools focused on each offender’s needs and risks
 Individualized supervision plan 

 

Differentiating Across Risk Levels 
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When developing or adjusting case plans, think about what particular aspects of an offender’s 
life can be changed to reduce the likelihood of them committing another sex crime (these are 
dynamic factors); and, at the same time, remain equally aware of an offender’s past experiences 
(these are static factors) that cannot be changed but might also be related to future crimes.  
   
NOTES 
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Four Risk Assessment 
Strategies 

1. Intuitive Approach
• Based on feelings or hunch
• Potential for bias
• Avoid this approach 

2. Clinical Approach
• Based on officer training, wisdom, and experience
• Highly variable across Officers
• Inefficient, unreliable

 

Four Risk Assessment Strategies 
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(1)The intuitive approach: is based solely on subjectivity or “gut feelings” to determine 
supervision structure. 
 
NOTES 

             

             

             

              

(2) The clinical approach: is based on officer training, wisdom, and experience, but is still 
essentially a best guess on the part of the practitioner.  
 
NOTES 
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Risk Assessment Strategies

3. Actuarial Approach
• Objective, uniform, consistent
• Predict likelihood of re-offense
• Based on risk factors
 Each factor has a specific weight
 Combination of risk characteristics = offender risk 

level

 
Risk Assessment Strategies: The Actuarial Approach 
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(3) The purely actuarial approach: relies completely on a formal, actuarial assessment tool to 
make case management plans. 
 
NOTES 
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Actuarial Risk Instruments
• Actuarial Risk Instruments

• Numerical calculation of 
probabilities

• Use statistical calculations to 
suggest the likelihood of 
offenders with certain 
characteristics to re-offend.

• Similar to Risk of Cancer 
based on age and smoking.
• Non vs. Smokers
• Younger when quit

 

Actuarial Risk Instruments 
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This graph is a simple example of how risk assessments (whether predicting cancer or sex 
crimes) utilizes individual characteristics (some of which can be changed and others that cannot) 
to predict their chances of committing a new sex crime in the future. 
 
NOTES 
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Risk Instruments Aren’t Perfect 
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NOTES 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              



Sex Offender Community Based Supervision: Case Management Strategies and Tools 

Module Two: Risk Assessment  16 
 

Why use risk instruments?

• More accurate than clinical assessment
• Efficient 
• Assist in resource allocation
• Provide officer support in court

 

Why Use Risk Instruments? 
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Risk assessment instruments do give officers some range of certainty and courtroom support for 
officer’s decisions. Risk instruments are more accurate at predicting risk than either intuition or 
clinical assessment. 
 
NOTES 
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Adjusted Actuarial Risk Assessment Approach 
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Adjusted Actuarial Risk 
Assessment Approach

4. Adjusted Actuarial Approach
• Clinical approach + Actuarial approach

Adjusted
Approach

Clinical
Approach

Actuarial
Approach

 
 
(4) The adjusted actuarial approach: blends the clinical and actuarial approach. 
The adjusted actuarial approach recognizes the need to incorporate officer expertise with a 
formal risk assessment instrument to most accurately assess the likelihood of a new sex crime. 
  
NOTES 
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Adjusted Actuarial Approach with Sex Offenders 
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Risk assessments are one piece of understanding an offender’s risk of reoffending. All 
information should be verified with supportive information from collateral contacts and other 
information gathered while supervising an offender.    
   
NOTES 
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Risk Factors: Static and Dynamic 
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Static factors are background characteristics such as prior sex crime conviction, prior nonsexual 
crime conviction, early age of onset, and others. 
 
NOTES 

             

             

              

Dynamic risk factors are the elements of an offender’s life that can be altered to decrease the 
chances of a new sex crime. There are two types of dynamic risk factors: stable and acute. 
 
NOTES 
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Risk Instruments

• Five most commonly used instruments for 
adult males
1. Violence risk appraisal guide 
2. Sex Offender Risk Appraisal Guide
3. Rapid Risk Assessment of Sexual Offense           

Recidivism
4. Static—99
5. Minnesota Sex Offender Screening Tool-Revised

 

Risk Instruments 
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Note: Participants may want to look at Handout B1: Most Commonly Used Risk Instruments 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTES 
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Violence Risk Appraisal Guide
VRAG

• Designed for violent recidivism
• Strong predictive accuracy

• General
• Serious (Sexual or violent)
• Sexual 

• 12 items
• Mostly static factors

 

VRAG 
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Sex Offense Risk Appraisal 
Guide (SORAG)

• Modified VRAG
• 10 of 14 items same as VRAG
• Adult male sex offenders
• Accurate
• Prediction is similar to VRAG

 

SORAG 
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The sex offense risk appraisal guide is an altered VRAG that was developed to sexual and 
violent offenses specifically among male sex offenders.  
 
NOTES 
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Rapid Risk Assessment of SO 
Recidivism (RRASOR)

• Four items
• Goal to develop easy, 

accurate instrument
• Other instruments are more 

complicated
• Practical instrument to use in 

the field
 Police reports, demographics, 

criminal history
• Hanson and Bussiere (1998)

• Analyzed results of 61 studies 
(meta-analysis)

• 20,000 sex offenders
• Deviant sexual interests

 # prior sexual offenses
 Phallometrically measured 

sexual arousal to children
 Best independent predictors 

of sexual offending

• Predictor Variables
• Factors strongly related to 

sexual offending
• Found four: prior sex offenses, 

age at release (more or less 
than 25), victim gender (male 
= 1, female = 0), relationship 
with victim (related = 0, non-
related = 1)

 

RRASOR 
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Static--99

• Includes 4-RRASOR items
• Criminal history
• Sexual offense history (including 

noncontact offenses)
• Violent history

• As the name implies
• Focuses on static characteristics
• Not the best for devising case plans
• Good at assessing risk

 

Static-99 
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The Static-99 is actually the combination of two risk instruments: the RRASOR and the 
Structured Anchored Clinical Judgment (SACJ).  
 
NOTES 
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MN Sex offender screening tool-
Revised (MnSOST-R)

• 16 items
• Dynamic, institutional, and static factors
• Rapists and Extrafamilial sex offenders

• Samples excluded offenders with an exclusive history 
of intrafamilial offenses not involving penetration

• Many states use for civil commitment
• Level of notification and registration

• Outcome or Criterion variable
• Arrest for hands-on sex offense within 6 years of 

release
• More accurate than conviction
• Under prediction is common with sex offenses

Participant’s Note: The following web address links to Dr. Douglas Epperson’s home page 
(

MnSOST-R 
 
Display slide #2-21 
 

http://www.psychology.iastate.edu/~dle/); he has complete instruments with scoring, coding, 
and cutoff information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Minnesota Sex Offender Screening Tool – Revised is suited for rapists and extrafamilial sex 
offenders.   
 
NOTES 
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Association of Final Items with Sexual Recidivism 
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Note: Refer to: 

 

Handout B2: Associations of the Final Items with Sexual Recidivism.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. The dynamic variables address institutional behaviors such as disciplinary history, 
chemical dependency treatment in prison/jail, and others.  

2. Criminality variables get at more traditional static factors including antisocial behavior as 
a child and victim range.  

3. Offense-related variables focus on the specific characteristics of the offender’s crimes, 
such as use of force, age of victim, and stranger victims.  

4. The fourth section includes two lifestyle variables: substance abuse and poor employment 
history. 

 
NOTES 
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MnSOST-R: Risk and Scores 
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MnSOST-R: Proportions and Recidivism 
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Participant’s Note: Trainer should remind participants that stable dynamic factors are things 
that can change but tend to be enduring and may last for months or years (such as personality 
disorders, alcoholism). Acute dynamic factors are more rapidly changing, and tend to be items 
that affect one’s mood (e.g., intoxication, acute anger). For more information go to: Public 
Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada (PSEPC): 

Dynamic Risk Instrument: SONAR 
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http://www.psepc-sppcc.gc.ca. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The SONAR is composed of five stable factors (Stable 2000) which includes (1) intimacy 
deficits, (2) negative social influences, (3) attitudes tolerant of sexual offending, (4) sexual self-
regulation, and (5) general self-regulation. The second portion of the SONAR includes four acute 
dynamic factors (Acute 2000): (1) substance abuse, (2) negative mood, (3) anger, and (4) victim 
access.  
 
NOTES 
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SONAR: Stable 2000 
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Stable 2000
 

: is conducted every 6 months 

1. Intimacy deficits

2. 

: understand an offender’s relationship and cohabitating patterns (i.e., 
0 = non problematic cohabitating relationship, 1 = troubled relationship but cohabitating 
or non cohabitating relationship, and 2 = no current intimate partner). 

Social influences

3. 

: Offenders are asked about the people in their social network. 
Offenders are asked to detail all the people not paid to associate with them. Then, these 
people are evaluated as either: positive, negative, or neutral influence.  

Attitudes
4. 

: offenders are asked about their attitudes toward rape and child molestation.  
Sexual self-regulation

5. 

: addresses the offender’s ability to control his/her sexual urges 
or desires. Sexual self-regulation is measured with sexual entitlement and sexual 
preoccupations. 

General self-regulation

 

: this item uncovers an offender’s level of general criminality 
and low self-control. 

NOTES 
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SONAR: Acute 2000 
 
Display slide #2-27 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Acute 2000:

 

 This instrument is used once a month to determine if and how much an offender has 
changed.  

1. Substance abuse

2. 

: have normal daily activities been affected over the past month due to 
drugs or alcohol? 
Negative mood:

3. 

 determine how the offender’s mood has changed regarding depression, 
anxiety, frustration, loneliness, and suicidal thoughts. 
Anger/hostility

4. 
: threatening demeanor, blow-up, and anger toward women 

Victim access/grooming

 

: talk with offender about his/her opportunities to have access to 
potential victims. Does the offender have an especially nice car or other item known to 
draw the attention of his/her preferred victim? Does the offender have hobbies that put 
him/her in interactions with potential victims? 

NOTES 

             

             

             

             

             



Sex Offender Community Based Supervision: Case Management Strategies and Tools 

Module Two: Risk Assessment  32 
 

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

             

              

                                                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                             


